@Congress of the United States
Washington, BE 20515

March 19, 2008

The Honorable David Obey The Honorable James Walsh
Chairman Ranking Member ‘
Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Subcommittee on Labor, Health and
Human Services, and Education Human Services, and Education
Committee on Appropriations Committee on Appropriations

United States House of Representatives United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Obey and Ranking Member Walsh:

We respectfully request that the Nursing Workforce Development programs (Title VIII of the Public
Health Service Act) receive $200 million in appropriations for FY 2009. Despite Congress’ strong
commitment to Title VIII funding in FY 2008, the President’s FY 2009 budget proposal cut the programs
by 30 percent from last year’s funding level. Specifically, the Advanced Education Nursing (AEN)
program, which supports programs that prepare graduate-level nurses to be primary care providers and
nurse faculty, was eliminated. We believe a funding level of $200 million is needed to maintain advanced
education nursing programs, to invest in nursing education capacity, and to support programs that direct
nurses into critical shortage areas.

‘ J
For ten years, our nation has faced a nursing shortage unprecedented in its depth and duration.
Unfortunately, it is expected to worsen in the coming years with the Health Resources and Services
Administration (HRSA) projecting that the nation’s nursing shortage will grow to more than one million
nurses by the year 2020. The current reality of the shortage was quantified by an April 2006 report
published by the American Hospital Association, which states that U.S. hospitals need approximately
118,000 Registered Nurses to fill vacant positions nationwide. The nursing shortage is also impacting the
military sector. In 2006, the Air Force, Army, and Navy experienced overall nurse vacancy rates of 15
percent, 8 percent, and 9.6 percent, respectively.

Further inhibiting the growth of the civilian and military nursing workforce is a significant shortage of
nurse faculty. According to the American Association of Colleges of Nursing, schools of nursing turned
away 42,866 qualified applicants to baccalaureate and graduate programs primarily due to insufficient
numbers of faculty. This element of the shortage has created a negative chain reaction—without more
nurse faculty additional nurses cannot be educated, and without more nurses, the shortage will continue.

Congress must invest more in the nursing workforce crisis because it is impacting the quality and safety
of our healthcare system. The shortage is expected to place healthcare delivery in further jeopardy as the
baby boomer population ages, medical technology advances, and the need for health care grows. Now is
the time to invest in nursing. Your support for $200 million in FY 2009 funding for Nursing Workforce

Development programs will make a real difference in the lives of healthcare consumers, nurses, and the

teachers committed to educating the nursing workforce’s next generation.

Sincerely,
g CBaniX
LOIS CAPPS ' STEVEN C. LaTOURETTE
Member of Congress Member of Congress

Co-Chair Nursing Caucus Co-Chair Nursing Caucus

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER










Uie e Ehit L
%%z‘ Wtrner H. Hotrn_

Hide i %M@M@%,
%2»* Dunsy & Darna?

Foul Loglon. 6&1«%«@2



















Signatories to Letter:

Abercrombie
Allen
Altmire
Andrews
Arcuri
Baca
Baldwin
Barrow
Bartlett
Bean
Becerra
Berkley
Berman
Bishop (NY)
Blumenauer
Bono Mack
Boswell
Boucher
Boyda
Brady
Braley
Capps
Capuano
Cardoza
Carnahan
Carney
Castle
Cohen
Conyers
Costa
Courtney
Cummings
Davis (IL)
Davis (VA)
DeFazio
DeGette
Delahunt
Dent
Dingell
Doyle
Ehlers
Engel
English
Eshoo
Etheridge
Farr
Filner
Gallegly
Gerlach
Gillibrand
Gingrey
Gonzalez

Gordon
Green, Al
Grijalva

Hall (NY)
Hare

Harman
Herseth Sandlin
Higgins
Hinchey
Hinojosa
Hirono

Hodes

Holden

Holt -

Hooley
Jefferson
Johnson, Eddie Bernice
Johnson, Hank
Johnson, Tim
Kagen

Kildee

Kind

King (NY)
Klein
Langevin
Larsen
LaTourette
Levin

Lewis (GA)
LoBiondo
Loebsack
Lofgren
Maloney
Markey
Marshall
Matsui
McCarthy (NY)
McDermott
Mclntyre
McMorris Rodgers
McNulty
Michaud
Miller, Brad
Miller, George
Moore (KS)
Moore (WI)
Moran (VA)
Murphy (CT)
Napolitano
Neal

Norton
Oberstar

Ortiz
Pallone
Pascrell
Paul
Perlmutter
Platts
Pomeroy
Porter

Price (NC)
Rahall
Ramstad
Rangel
Reichert
Reyes

Ross

Rush
Salazar
Sanchez, Linda
Sarbanes
Saxton
Schakowsky
Schwartz
Scott (VA)
Shays
Shea-Porter
Shuler
Slaughter
Smith (NJ)
Snyder
Souder
Space
Spratt

Stark

Sutton
Tauscher
Taylor
Thompson (CA)
Thompson (MS)
Towns
Udall (CO)
Upton

Van Hollen
Waters
Waxman
Welch
Wexler
Wilson (NM)
Wilson (OH)
Woolsey
Wu

Wynn
Yarmuth




