Congress of the United States

Washington, BC 20515
March 27, 2006

The Honorable Ralph Regula The Honorable David Obey

Chairman \ A ‘ Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Labor, HHS, ‘Subcommittee on Labor, HHS,
Education and Related Agencies Education and Related Agencies

Committee on Appropriations Committee on Appropriations

United States House of Representatives - . United States House of Representatives

Washington, DC 20024 Washington, DC 20024

Dear Mr. Chairman:

We are writing in support of a $175 million funding level for the Nursing Workforce Development Programs in
the FY 2007 Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education Appropriations bill. These programs, contained
in Title VIII of the Public Health Service Act, are the primary means for supporting a sufficient nursing
workforce. )

The United States is currently in the midst of a critical nursing shortage, which began in 1999. The Department
of Health and Human Setvices’ own “Budget in Brief” document for FY2007 noted that the U.S. is expected to
face a nursing shortage of 29 percent by 2020. We must take action now to meet both our current need for
nurses and also prepare for future needs. Today’s funding for nursing education and recruitment is roughly one-
quarter of the appropriations provided in 1974. ‘

This unprecedented shortage threatens our ability to treat today’s patients and undermines homeland security
efforts. Studies published in the New England Journal of Medicine and the Journal of the American Medical
Association have shown that the nursing shortage is contributing to preventable health care complications. The
Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations has reported that the shortage of nurses factors
in nearly a quarter of all unexpected incidents that kill or injure hospitalized patients.

Nurses are also critical to efforts to treat U.S. military personnel as well as to prepare for and respond to
domestic threats. There are currently more than 19,000 RNs providing care through the military reserves. The
GAO reports that nursing shortages are complicating efforts at the state and local level to implement terrorism
preparedness efforts.

Federal investment in Title VIII programs will ensure that qualified applicants are not turned away from schools
of nursing by providing financial support for programs and the creation of more nurse faculty. Furthermore, it
will enable thousands of nursing students to participate in the Nurse Education Loan Repayment Program and the
Nursing Scholarship Program. These newly trained nurses will, in turn, provide critical services to underserved
areas.

Now is the time to reinvest in nursing. Your support for a total of at least $175 million in FY 2007 funding for
Nursing Workforce Development is vital to maintaining and improving the health of our nation.

- Sincerely,
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Signatofies to 3/27/06 letter

Capps
LaTourette
Abercrombie
Allen

Baca
Baldwin
Barrow
Becerra
Berman
Bishop (NY)
Blumenauer
Boehlert
Bono
Bordallo
Boswell
Boucher
Brown (OH)
Butterfield
Capito
Capuano
Cardin
Cardoza
Carnahan
Castle
Chandler
Christensen
Clay
Cleaver
Clybumn
Coble
Conyers
Crowley
Cuellar
Cummings
Davis (CA)
Davis (FL)
Davis (IL)
DeFazio
DeGette
Dingell
Doggett
Doyle
Emanuel
Engel
Eshoo
Etheridge
Evans

Farr

Filner

Ford

Frank
Gerlach
Gingrey
Gordon
Green, Al
Grijalva
Harman
Hayworth
Herseth
Higgins
Hinchey
Hinojosa
Holden
Holt
Hooley
Jefferson
Johnson (IL)
EB Johnson (TX)
Kelly
Kildee
Kind

King (NY)
Kline
Langevin
Lantos
Larsen
Larson
Leach

Lee

Levin
Lewis (GA)
LoBiondo
Lofgren
Lynch
Maloney
Markey
Marshall
Matheson
Matsui
McCarthy
McCollum
McDermott
McGovermn
McHugh
Mclntyre
McMorris
McNulty
Michaud
Millender-McDonald
Miller (NC)
Moore (KS)

Moore (WI)
Moran (VA)
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal

Norton
Oberstar
Owens
Pallone
Pascrell

Paul

Payne
Peterson (MN)
Pickering
Platts
Pomeroy
Porter

Price (NC)
Rahall
Ramstad
Rangel
Reyes
Ros-Lehtinen
Ross (AR)
Ruppersberger
Ryan (OH)
Salazar
Sanders
Saxton
Schakowsky
Schwartz (PA)
Schwarz (MI)
Shays
Simmons
Smith (WA)
Smith (NJ)
Snyder

Solis

Souder
Spratt

Stark
Strickland
Stupak
Taylor (MS)
Thompson
Udall (CO)
Udall (NM)
Van Hollen
Wasserman-Schultz
Watson
Waxman

Wexler
Whitfield

Wilson (NM)
Woolsey

Wu
Wynn




