NAnited States Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

August 29, 2003
SUPPORT THE MIKULSKI/COLLINS NURSING AMENDMENT
Dear Colleague:

We will be offering an amendment to the FY 2004 Senate Labor/HHS Appropriations bill
to help case the nursing shortage by recruiting and retaining more nurses. Our amendment would
increase funding for the Nurse Reinvestment Act and other nursing workforce development
(Title VIIIT) programs by $63 million. When added to the funding in the underlying bill, our
amendment would provide $175 million for these vital programs, Qur amendment will also help
keep the promise that Congress made by passing the Nurse Reinvestment Act last vear.

Our amendment would fund a variety of programs to recruit and retain nurses, including
scholarships and loan repayments for nurses who work in facilities with a critical shortage of
nurses, as well as financial assistance to pursue a nursing education at all levels. It would fund
training to enter and advance in the nursing profession, programs to increase the diversity of the
nursing workforce, and nurse retention programs to help keep nurses in the profession. Our
amendment would also fund training to provide geriatric care to the clderly, a need that will only
grow as our population ages. Finally, our amendment would fund the cancellation of education
loans for nurses who teach at schools of nursing so that nursing programs do not have to tum
away students in the midst of a nursing shortage. Congress established a number of these
programs last year with the strong bipartisan passage of the Nurse Reinvestment Act. While
Congress provided a down payment to start these programs in 2003, an additional investment is
needed to help alleviate the severe nursing shortage in this country.

Our amendment i3 strongly supported by the nursing and health care provider
communities. In addition, we have attached a list of almost 100 organizations that support
funding of $175 million for the Nurse Reinvestment Act and other nursing workforce
development (Title VIII) programs and a chart that shows the projected nursing shortage by state
in 2005, If you have any questions or wish to cosponsor our amendment, have your staff contact
Ehonda Richards with Sen. Mikulski at 4-7962 or Priscilla Hanley with Sen. Collins at 4-9223.
We look forward 1o your support to pass this amendment to help ensure that there are enough
nurses to provide care to patients in all our states.

Sincerely,

follos & PMFE: Jipte (olline

Barbara A. Mikulski Susan Collins
United States Senator United States Senator




Supporters of 5175 million for the Nurse Reinvestment Act and Nursing Workforce
Development (Title VIIT) Programs

AARP

Alliance for Lung Cancer Advocacy, Support, and Education
Academy of Medical-Surgical Nurses

American Academy of Ambulatory Care Nursing
American Academy of Nurse Practitioners

American Association for Cancer Research

American Association of Colleges of Nursing

American Association of Community Colleges
American Association of Critical Care Nurses
American Association of Occupational Health Nurses, Inc.
American College of Nurse-Midwives

American College of Nurse Practitioners

American College of Radiology

American Foundation for Urologic Disease

American Health Care Association

American Holistic Nurses Association

American Hospital Association

American Nephrology Nurses Association

American Nurses Association

American Organization of Nurse Executives

American Psychiatric Nurses Association

American Society for Therapeutic Radiology and Oncology
American Society of Clinical Oncology

American Society of Hematology

American Society of Perianesthesia Nurses

American Society of Plastic Surgical Nurses
Association of Community Cancer Centers

Association of Oncology Social Work

Association of Pediatric Nurse Practitioners

Association of Pediatric Oncology Nurses

Association of periOperative Registered Nurses
Association of Rehabilitation Nurses

Association of State and Territorial Directors of Nursing
Association of Women's Health, Obstetric and Neonatal Nurses
Cancer Care, Inc.

Cancer Research and Prevention Foundation

Cancer Treatment Research Foundation

Candlelighters Childhood Cancer Foundation

Catholic Health Association of the United States
Children's Cause

Colon Cancer Alliance

Colorectal Cancer Network



Colleagues in Caring: Regional Collaboratives for Nursing Workforce Development
Community Oncology Alliance

Dermatology Nurses' Association

Developmental Disabilities Nurses Association
Emergency Nurses Association

EyesOnThePrize.org: Support And Information For Living With Gynecologic Cancer
Federation of American Hospitals

Gentiva Health Services

Hadassah, the Women’s Zionist Organization of America
Intercultural Cancer Council Caucus

[nternational Foundation for Anticancer Drug Discovery
International Myeloma Foundation

Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations
Kidney Cancer Association

Lymphoma Research Foundation

Marti Nelson Cancer Foundation

Men’s Health Network

National Alaska Native/American Indian Nurses Association
National Alliance of Breast Cancer Organizations

National Association of School Nurses

National Association of Nurse Massage Therapists
National Association of Pediatric Nurse Practitioners
National Black Nurses Association, Inc.

National Center for Assisted Living

National Childhood Cancer Foundation

National Coalition for Cancer Survivorship

National Conference on Gerontological Nurse Practitioners
National Council of State Boards of Nursing

National Nursing Centers Consortium

Mational Organization of Nurse Practitioner Faculties
National Patient Advocate Foundation

National Prostate Cancer Coalition

National Student Nurses Association

NCCR

North American Brain Tumor Coalition

North American Transplant Coordinators Organization
Oncology Nursing Society

Ovanan Cancer National Alliance

Pancreatic Cancer Action Network

Sigma Theta Tau

Sisters Network, Inc.

Society of Gastroenterology Nurses & Associates, Inc.
Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation

The Intercultural Cancer Council Caucus

The Lance Armstrong Foundation




The Leukemia and Lymphoma Society

The Society of Gynecologic Oncologists

Trust for America’s Health

United Ostomy Association, Inc.

US Oncology

Us Too! International

VHA Inc.

Visiting Nurse Associations of America
Wound Ostomy and Continence Nurses Society
Y-ME National Breast Cancer Organization

As of 8/28/03



Tahle 3: Supply versus Demand Projections for FTE Registerad Murses by State--2005

State 2003 2005 Excess.or Shortage Percent Shortage
Supply [emand (Supply Less Demand)
(-= Shortage)

Alabama 32,606 34,422 SR 5%
Alaska 3,645 5,023 -1,374 ~27%
Arizona 31,395 39,507 8,112 2%
Arkansas 18,002 20,086 -1.994 “10%
California 162,643 L81.054 ~1H.409 -10%
Colorade 20,676 33,911 -1.235 -12%,
Connecticut 24,175 3L -7.744 =24
Delawnre 3272 T.398 2126 =29
District of Columbio 7835 G160 -1,303 -14%
Florida 120,285 | 28983 -H,608 -T%
Cieorgia 50,374 39,194 -8 825 -13%
Hawatii 10.34% o168 [ 180 .
Idaho 3,772 7.2:6 <1474 -20%
linois 89,830 90,321 - | =
Indiana 40,741 46,036 -5.295 =129
lowa 20,489 28,404 [ .O83 "
Foansus 24,758 20,692 4.066 *
Foentucky 37,22 359 (8635 .
Louisiana 33,664 34.004 |60 *
Maine [2.002 13,169 -1, 167 0%
Muryland 38,472 41,771 3,299 -B%
Muossachusetts f3,80] Tiho2 1 4820 =T%
Michigan At 254 TL718 -1,459 .
Minnesols 44,200 42 247 | 253 *
Mississipp 21,667 21,205 462 ’
Mligsouri S(LO86 4,661 o -8%%
Monlunz 6,795 6,238 337 .
Mebraska 14,316 153,723 -1.407 -G
Mevada 10,424 12,275 -1.831 -15%
Mew Hampshire 1684 11.504 -820 7%
Mew Jersey A 60U a4 370 -12.961 =149,
Mew Mexico 95049 12,395 -3, 086 -25%
New York 146,211 | 53,851 -1 2,640 -8
MNorth Caralina 69,300 68,378 931 .
Morth Dakota 6,06 ] fr, 261 -l ay -3 2%
(thin 96,213 4,204 2,009 "
Oklahoma 19,163 20,411 -1,248 0%
Oregon 27433 25,116 -2.683 -11%
Pennsylvania 114,368 115,201 -10,833 -0
Rhode 1sland 0,247 13,477 -1.730 -16%
south Carolina 27,7139 ¢ -Hdl s
South Dakota 7.5934 7.500 434 ::
Tennessee 43,232 55,687 -§2,453 -22%5
Texas 131,897 142,102 -10.205 -T%
Utah 12,088 13,766 -1.678 -12%
Wermont 3,704 4901 713 %
Virginia 43,079 32,777 <7698 -13%
Washington 35,670 41471 -a,7495 =149
West Virginia 13,862 13,124 738 *
Wisconsin 43,639 39,152 4,507 *
Wyoming 2,608 1,860 -1, 161 0
TOTAL L5, 2,012,444 2,161.831 -149 387 -T%

I
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