
 
American Association of Colleges of Nursing © 2009   iii

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
  PAGE 
Introduction  ix 

Survey Methodology and Response Rates   ix 

Definition of Terms x 

Highlights   1 
 Number of Schools and Response Rate 1 
 Enrollment (Fall 2008) and Graduations (August 1, 2007 to July 31, 2008) 1 
 Enrollment (Fall 2008) Diversity in Undergraduate and Graduate Programs 1 
 Two-Year Comparisons in Enrollment and Graduations 2 
 Five-Year Trends in Enrollment and Graduations 3 
 Clinical Nurse Specialist Enrollment (Fall 2008) and Graduations (August 1, 2007 to  
   July 31, 2008) 3 
 Nurse Practitioner Enrollment (Fall 2008) and Graduations (August 1, 2007 to 
   July 31, 2008) 4 
 Master’s Programs 4 
 Master’s-Level Enrollment and Graduations by Major Area of Study 4 
 Master’s-Level Clinical Nurse Specialist (CNS) Enrollment and Graduations by Specialty 

Area 4 
 Post-Master’s Clinical Nurse Specialist (CNS) Enrollment and Completions  
   by Specialty Area 5 
 Master’s-Level Nurse Practitioner (NP) Enrollment and Graduations by Clinical Track  5 
 Post-Basic RN (Certificate) Nurse Practitioner Enrollment and Completions by Clinical 

Track 6 
 Post-Master’s Nurse Practitioner Enrollment and Completions by Clinical Track 6 
 Combined Nurse Practitioner/Clinical Nurse Specialist Enrollment and Graduations 6 
   
Institutional Profile and Program Offerings 7 
Enrollment (Fall 2008) and Graduations (August 1, 2007 to July 31, 2008) 17 
 National Totals 19 
 Totals by Gender 20 
 Totals by Race/Ethnicity 21 
Two-Year Comparisons in Enrollment and Graduations 23 
 National Totals 25 
 Totals by Region 27 
 Totals by Race/Ethnicity 34 
Five-Year Trends in Enrollment and Graduations 39 
 Region and School Designation 41 



 

         
                                                                                                                                                American Association of Colleges of Nursing © 2009 
 
iv 

  

TABLE OF CONTENTS, CONTINUED 
  PAGE 
Master’s-Level Enrollment and Graduations 49 
 Major Area of Study 51 
Clinical Nurse Specialist Enrollment and Graduates by Specialty Area 53 
 Master’s-Level 55 
 Post-Master’s Level 57 
Nurse Practitioner Enrollment and Graduations by Clinical Track 61 
 Master’s-Level 63 
 Post-Basic RN (Certificate) Level 64 
 Post-Master’s Level 65 
Combined Nurse Practitioner/Clinical Nurse Specialist by Specialty 69 
 Master’s-Level 71  
 Post-Master’s Level 72 
Major Area of Study for Doctor of Nursing Practice Programs and Employment Commitment 

Upon Graduation for Doctoral Programs 75 
Applications to Schools of Nursing 79 
 

LIST OF TABLES 
 PAGE 
Table 1a. Response Rates for Enrollment and Graduation Surveys for 762 Schools  9 
 
Table 1b. Total Schools in the United States and its Territories Offering Baccalaureate 
  and/or Graduate Programs in Nursing by Type of Program and Coverage  
 Rates for the AACN Enrollment Database 9 
 
Table 1c. Entities Other Than Schools of Nursing Offering Post-Master's and/or   
 Post-Basic RN (Certificate) Nurse Practitioner Programs and Coverage  
 Rates for the AACN/NONPF Enrollment Database 9 
 
Table 2a. Institutional Characteristics of Member and Nonmember Respondents 10 
 
Table 2b.   Selected Characteristics of Respondent and Nonrespondent Institutions 11 
 
Table 3. Carnegie Classification of Member and Nonmember Respondents 12  
 
Table 4a. Types of Nursing Programs Offered  13 
 
Table 4b. Types of Nursing Programs and Level of Distance Education Offered 14 
 
Table 5. Degrees Conferred by Schools Offering Doctoral Programs  15 
 
Table 6. Program Changes in Member and Nonmember Respondent Schools 16 



 
American Association of Colleges of Nursing © 2009   v

LIST OF TABLES, CONTINUED 
  PAGE 

Table 7.            Enrollment (Fall 2008) and Graduations (August 1, 2007 to July 31, 2008)   
 by Type of Degree and Student Status 19 
  
Table 8. Type of Degree by Gender of Students Enrolled (Fall 2008) and Graduates 
   (August 1, 2007 to July 31, 2008) 20 

 
Table 9. Type of Degree by Race/Ethnicity of Students Enrolled (Fall 2008) and 

Graduates (August 1, 2007 to July 31, 2008) Excluding Non-U.S. Residents and 
Unknown Ethnicities 21 

 
Table 10. Race/Ethnicity of Students Enrolled in Generic (Entry-Level) Baccalaureate, 

Master’s, and Doctoral (Research-Focused) Programs in Nursing, 1999–2008 22 
 
Table 11. Enrollment Changes in the Same Schools Reporting in Both 2007 and 2008  
 by Type of Degree 25 
 
Table 12. Graduation Changes in the Same Schools Reporting in Both 2007 and  
 2008 by Type of Degree  26 
 
Table 13. Enrollment and Graduation Changes in the Same Schools Reporting  
 in Both 2007 and 2008 by Type of Degree and Region 27 
 
Table 14. Generic (Entry-Level) Baccalaureate Enrollment Changes in the Same Schools 

Reporting in Both 2007 and 2008 by Region and State 30 
  
Table 15. RN-to-Baccalaureate Enrollment Changes in the Same Schools Reporting in Both 

2007 and 2008 by Region and State 31 
  
Table 16. Master’s Enrollment Changes in the Same Schools Reporting in Both 2007 and 

2008 by Region and State 32  
 
Table 17. Doctoral (Research-Focused) Enrollment Changes in the Same Schools  
  Reporting in Both 2007 and 2008 by Region and State 33 
 
Table 18.  Enrollment in the Same Schools Reporting in Both 2007 and 2008 by Type of   
  Degree and Race/Ethnicity and the Number of Non-U.S. Resident Students 34 
 
Table 19. Graduations in the Same Schools Reporting in Both 2007 and 2008 by Type of   
  Degree and Race/Ethnicity and the Number of Non-U.S. Resident Graduates 36 
 
Table 20. Five-Year GENERIC (ENTRY-LEVEL) BACCALAUREATE Enrollment and 

Graduation Changes in the Same 488 Schools by Region and School Designation 41  
 
Table 21. Five-Year RN-TO-BACCALAUREATE Enrollment and Graduation Changes in 

the Same 500 Schools by Region and School Designation 43 
 



 

         
                                                                                                                                                American Association of Colleges of Nursing © 2009 
 
vi 

  

LIST OF TABLES, CONTINUED 
 PAGE 
Table 22. Five-Year MASTER'S Enrollment and Graduation Changes in the  
 Same 391 Schools by Region and School Designation 45  
 
Table 23. Five-Year DOCTORAL (Research-Focused) Enrollment and Graduation Changes 

in the Same 114 Schools by Region and School Designation 47 
 
Table 24.   Enrollment (Fall 2008) and Graduations (August 1, 2007 to July 31, 2008)  
 of MASTER’S-Level Nursing Students by Major Area of Study  51 
 
Table 25a. Enrollment (Fall 2008) and Graduations (August 1, 2007 to July 31, 2008) of 

MASTER’S-Level Clinical Nurse Specialists by the National CNS Certification 
Examination that the Program Prepares the Majority of Graduates to  

 Take  55 
 
Table 25b. Enrollment (Fall 2008) and Graduations (August 1, 2007 to July 31, 2008) of 

MASTER’S-Level Clinical Nurse Specialists, No National CNS Certification 
Examination in Declared Specialty Available 56 

 
Table 26. Enrollment (Fall 2008) and Completions (August 1, 2007 to July 31, 2008) of POST-

MASTER’S Clinical Nurse Specialists by the National CNS Certification 
Examination that the Program Prepares the Majority of Completers to  

 Take   57 
  
Table 27. Specialty Area Titles Included in Single Specialty Clinical Nurse Specialist 
 Programs and Area of National CNS-Specific Certification Reported by  
 Respondent Schools  58 
 
Table 28.  Graduations from MASTER’S-Level Clinical Nurse Specialist Programs and  
  Completions from Post-Master’s Programs by Race/Ethnicity 
  (August 1, 2007 to July 31, 2008) 59 
 
Table 29a.   Enrollment (Fall 2008) and Graduations (August 1, 2007 to July 31, 2008)   

of MASTER’S-Level Nurse Practitioner by the National NP Certification that the 
Program Prepares the Majority of Graduates to Take 63 

 
Table 29b.   Enrollment (Fall 2008) and Graduations (August 1, 2007 to July 31, 2008)   

of MASTER’S-Level Nurse Practitioner in Dual Tracks by the National NP 
Certification that the Program Prepares the Majority of Graduates to Take 64 

 
Table 29c. Enrollment (Fall 2008) and Completions (August 1, 2007 to July 31, 2008)  
  of POST-BASIC RN (Certificate) Nurse Practitioner by Clinical Track 
  in Entities Other Than Schools of Nursing 64 
 



 
American Association of Colleges of Nursing © 2009   vii

LIST OF TABLES, CONTINUED 
 PAGE 
Table 30. Enrollment (Fall 2008) and Completions (August 1, 2007 to July 31, 2008) in 

POST-MASTER’S Nurse Practitioner Programs by the National NP Certification 
that the Program Prepares the Majority of Completers to Take 65 

 
Table 31. Clinical Track Titles Included in Single Track Nurse Practitioner Programs and 

Area of Primary National Certification Reported by Respondent Schools 66 
 
Table 32.  Graduations from Master’s-Level Nurse Practitioner Programs and  
  Completions from Post-Master’s and Post-Basic RN (Certificate) Programs  
  by Race/Ethnicity (August 1, 2007 to July 31, 2008) 67 
 
Table 33.  Enrollment (Fall 2008) and Graduations (August 1, 2007 to July 31, 2008) of 

MASTER’S-Level Combined Nurse Practitioner/Clinical Nurse Specialists by the 
National NP and CNS Certification Examination that the Program Prepares the 
Majority of Graduates to Take 71 

 
Table 34.  Enrollment (Fall 2008) and Completions (August 1, 2007 to July 31, 2008) of 

POST-MASTER’S Combined Nurse Practitioner/Clinical Nurse Specialists by the 
National NP and CNS Certification that the Program Prepares the Majority of 
Completers to Take 72 

 
Table 35.  Graduations from Master’s-Level Combined Nurse Practitioner/Clinical 
  Specialist Programs and Completions from Post-Master’s Programs  
  by Race/Ethnicity (August 1, 2007 to July 31, 2008) 73 
 
Table 36.  Enrollment (Fall 2008) and Graduations (August 1, 2007 to July 31, 2008) of 
  Doctoral of Nursing Practice (DNP) Students by Major Area of Study 77 
 
Table 37.  Employment Commitment of Doctoral (Research-Focused) and Doctor of 

Nursing Practice Graduates 78 
 
Table 38.   Qualified Applications (NOT Applicants) Accepted and Enrolled and Number  
  of Vacant Seats by Type of Program 81 
 
Table 39. Reasons for Not Accepting All Qualified Applications by Type of Program 82 
 
Table 40.  Reasons for Insufficient Number of Faculty by Type of Program 83 
 
Table 41. Most Important Reason for Not Accepting All Qualified Applications by   
  Type of Program 84 
 



 

         
                                                                                                                                                American Association of Colleges of Nursing © 2009 
 
viii 

  

LIST OF FIGURES 
  PAGE 
Figure 1. Five-Year GENERIC (ENTRY-LEVEL) BACCALAUREATE Enrollment and 

Graduation Changes in the Same 488 Schools, 2004-2008 40 
 
Figure 2. Five-Year RN-TO-BACCALAUREATE Enrollment and Graduation Changes in   
 the Same 500 Schools, 2004-2008 42 
 
Figure 3. Five-Year MASTER’S Enrollment and Graduation Changes in the Same 391 
 Schools, 2004-2008 44 
 
Figure 4. Five-Year DOCTORAL (RESEARCH-FOCUSED) Enrollment and Graduation 

Changes in the Same 114 Schools, 2004-2008 46 
 
Figure 5. Number of Nurse Practitioner, Clinical Nurse Specialists, and Combined 
 Nurse Practitioner/Clinical Nurse Specialists in Master’s Level and  
 Post-Master’s Programs 74 

 
 

LIST OF APPENDICES 
  PAGE 

 
Appendix A. List of Schools with Baccalaureate and/or Graduate Programs in Nursing That 
 Provided Enrollment and Graduations Data for This Report 87 
 
Appendix B. List of Entities Other Than Schools of Nursing That Provided Data on Nurse 

Practitioners for This Report 94 
 
Appendix C. List of Schools with Baccalaureate and/or Graduate Programs in Nursing That 
 Did Not Contribute Data to This Report 95 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


