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Call for Abstracts
AACN invites you to submit an abstract that illustrates programs,
courses, initiatives, case studies, or evaluation outcomes that
showcase the impact of the CNL on outcomes of care. The
planning committee is particularly interested in abstracts and
case studies that demonstrate the impact the CNL is making on
patient outcomes in practice at the Microsystems level as well
as the role of the CNL in a time of major healthcare reform. Other
suggested topics include: CNL-led practice innovations, linking
the CNL to major national quality and safety initiatives, making
the business case, sustaining the CNL in the healthcare system,
the CNL role in diverse clinical settings, CNL curriculum models
(e.g. post-BSN program offering credit for a formal residency,
transition into practice models for Model C graduates, and post-
master’s programs), and evaluating the CNL impact in education
and practice.

The abstract should include background information, outcome
data, and a description of methods, programs or practices. It
also should include summary recommendations and impact.
Abstracts should describe original, unpublished work and can
include work in progress. Selected abstracts will be allotted
either a 25-minute time slot for a podium presentation (20
minutes presentation with 5 minutes questions and answers) or
a poster presentation. Submitters are asked to indicate which
format they prefer, although reviewers may suggest a different
format to selected submitters. Reviewers will select a wide
range of geographically distributed initiatives from diverse
education and practice institutions.

Abstract Format:
a) The abstract must be typed in Word in 12 point Times New

Roman font. All text for the abstract must fit on one page
with one-inch boarders all around. The body of the abstract
should be single-spaced.

b) The following text should appear centered and
single-spaced as the first lines on the abstract:

Line 1: Title of your abstract (in all capital letters)
Line 2: The author and co-author names and credentials
Line 3: Institution/organization
Line 4: City and state

c) Leave one space between the city and state line and the
body of the abstract.

d) Each abstract must be accompanied by the contact
information form (see below).

Due Date: Abstracts must be emailed, faxed or mailed, and
must be postmarked no later than October 19, 2009.
Electronic submissions preferred. Late submissions will not be
accepted. Send only one copy of the abstract and include your
current email address(es) on the contact information form. You
will receive an email message confirming receipt of the abstract
submission.

Acceptance Notification: Authors will be notified about the
status of their submission(s) via email no later than November
30, 2009. This will be sufficient time to meet the hotel cutoff
and the conference registration deadlines. All presenters must
be registered for the conference in order to present.
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Presenters are responsible for their own expenses, including
the conference registration fee. The conference agenda and
registration form will be posted on the AACN website by mid-
October.

Direct questions and submit completed materials to: Horacio
Oliveira, CNL Project Coordinator, AACN, One Dupont Circle, NW,
Suite 530, Washington, DC 20036; holiveir@aacn.nche.edu;
(202) 463-6930 ext.250; fax(202)785-8320

The Contact Information Form for the abstract submission is
posted at http://www.aacn.nche.edu/Conferences/pdf/
10CNLcfa.pdf.

General Conference Information
Registration
The registration fee for the CNL Summit is $399. The registration
fee for members of the Clinical Nurse Leader Association (CNLA)
is $369. The registration fee for CNL students is $329. The
deadline for early registration is January 8, 2010.

The registration fee after January 8, 2010 is $469.

Register online at
https://www.aacn.nche.edu/Registration/registration.asp

Hotel Information
A block of rooms has been reserved at Town and Country Resort
& Convention Center, 500 Hotel Circle North, San Diego, CA
92108. Hotel reservations can be made by visiting the following

Web site: https://resweb.passkey.com/go/CNLSummit2010, or
by calling (800) 772-8527 or (619) 291-7131. The special room
rate is $119 single/ $129 double. To make reservations, please
call the hotel directly and request the group rate for the American
Association of Colleges of Nursing or AACN. The cutoff date for
reservations at the group rate is Tuesday, December 29, 2009.
For more information about the hotel, visit
http://www.towncountry.com/.

Transportation
A one-way cab trip to the hotel from the San Diego International
Airport will cost approximately $23. A shuttle service is provided
by Express Shuttle for $11.

Refund and Cancellation Policy
Registrations that are cancelled up to one week before the
meeting will be refunded minus a $50 administrative fee.
Cancellations received with less than one week’s notice will be
refunded minus a $150 administrative fee. There will be no
refunds for no-shows.

AACN reserves the right to cancel this conference and any group
activity that does not meet minimal group requirements. Non-
refundable airline tickets are the responsibility of the registrant.

Additional Information
For more information, contact AACN, One Dupont Circle, Suite
530, Washington, DC 20036; (202) 463-6930. If you require
any special access in order to take part in this meeting, please
contact Horacio Oliveira at AACN or by email at
holiveir@aacn.nche.edu.

2010 CNL Summit...continued

AACN’s CNL Steering Committee reaffirms the concept of post-
master’s CNL programs for individuals who hold a master’s
degree in nursing that has prepared them for practice in another
advanced generalist role or in an advanced nursing specialty.
Post-master’s students must successfully complete graduate
didactic and clinical requirements of a master’s CNL program
through a formal graduate-level certificate or master’s level CNL
program. Post-master’s students are expected to possess the
same outcome competencies as master’s CNL students,
including the Master’s Essentials core competencies and the
CNL competencies.

Courses may be waived if the individual’s master’s transcript
indicates that he/she has successfully completed the CNL
required course or its equivalent. Programs should be able to
document waivers and exceptions for individual students through

a gap analysis. In addition, graduate level content or courses in
epidemiology, pharmacotherapeutics,
physiology/pathophysiology, and health assessment is required
and must be documented.

Post-master’s CNL students are required to complete a minimum
of 300 hours in a supervised clinical immersion practicum that
provides the opportunity to practice in the CNL role. In addition,
the post-master’s CNL student must have completed the
Required Clinical Experiences for the Clinical Nurse Leader.
(Refer to AACN’s white paper on The Education and Role of the
Clinical Nurse Leader at
http://www.aacn.nche.edu/Publications/WhitePapers/ClinicalNurs
eLeader07.pdf.)

For more information, contact Dr. Joan Stanley at
jstanley@aacn.nche.edu or 202-463-6930, ext. 252.

AACN’s Statement on Post-Master’s
CNL Certificate Program



CNC Launches the New CNL
Self-Assessment Exam!
The CNC is pleased to announce the
launch of the Clinical Nurse Leader (CNL)
Self-Assessment Examination (SAE). The
40-question online SAE is a self-paced
tool designed to familiarize you with the
CNL Certification Examination. The SAE
parallels the content and difficulty of the
CNL exam and reflects the format of the
multiple choice items. The SAE is not a
review course and is not intended to
serve as a study course - it should be
regarded as a diagnostic tool to assess
strengths and weaknesses. Therefore, the
SAE does not guarantee successful
completion of the CNL Certification
Examination.

The SAE may be used by students,
program directors, faculty, CNL
candidates, and CNL certificants.
• Students may use the SAE as an

additional assessment tool before
completion of a CNL educational
program (consultation with the
program director is recommended).

• Program directors and faculty of
CNL education programs may use
the SAE to incorporate into the CNL
curriculum and to enhance learning
experiences.

• CNL candidates may use the SAE to
evaluate their knowledge and to
become familiar with the multiple
choice format and content level of
the CNL Certification Examination.

• CNL certificants may use the SAE to
see if they are remaining current with
the profession.

The SAE will be available online for a
period of 60 days from the date the order
is placed. The SAE offers a score report
by content area and a feedback report
which indicates items answered correctly
or incorrectly. In addition, the feedback
report provides detailed explanations for
each test item, describing the rationale
behind the correct response and an
explanation of why the wrong answers
were not the best from among those
provided. Please note that these exams
can be taken only once per purchase;
however, you do not have to complete the
entire exam in one sitting. Options within
the exam allow you to exit and return to
the exam at a later time. Once you
choose to finish and exit the exam, you
cannot return. The cost of the SAE is $50
per individual.

To register for the SAE and for more
information, visit
http://www.aacn.nche.edu/CNC/
selfassess.html.

The SAE was developed by practicing
CNLs and academicians in conjunction
with Applied Measurement Professionals,
Inc. CNC gratefully acknowledges the
SAE Task Team:

Nancy Adams, MS, RN, CNL, OCN
Morton Plant Mease Clearwater
Clearwater, FL

Angela Creta, MS, RN, CNL, BC
The Miriam Hospital
Providence, RI

Karen Hoblet, MSN, RN, CNL
The University of Toledo
Toledo, OH

Cathy Leahy, MSN, MEd, RN, CNL
Xavier University
Cincinnati, OH

Rose Sherman, EdD, RN, NEA-BC, CNL
Florida Atlantic University
Boca Raton, FL

Additional Online Resources
CNC has updated its website to include resources for the CNL Certification Exam. The website, www.aacn.nche.edu/CNC, now
includes a recommended reading list, slide presentation, program checklist, and an updated CNL Certification Examination
Handbook. The handbook explains the multiple choice items (recall, application, analysis) and simulation items (information
gathering and decision making), includes the exam content outline, provides a worksheet for identifying strengths and
weaknesses, lists recommended study resources and tips on preparing for the exam. In addition, an online simulation item that
reflects a CNL scenario is available at http://www.aacn.nche.edu/CNC/process.htm.

CNL education program faculty are encouraged to show the CNL certification slide presentation
(http://www.aacn.nche.edu/CNC/ataglance.html) to students enrolled in a CNL education program. In addition, all students
should be directed to access the certification information posted on www.aacn.nche.CNC as well as information about the CNL
role posted on www.aacn.nche.edu/CNL.

Link to the CNC Website
The CNC encourages faculty to post a link from the school of nursing website to the CNC website -

http://www.aacn.nche.edu/CNC/index.htm. By posting a direct link, students and potential students will have access to information
about the CNL Certification Program and resources.



CNC is recruiting volunteers to serve as item writers. As an item
writer, you will develop items (test questions) for the multiple
choice section or the simulation section of the Clinical Nurse
Leader (CNL) Certification Examination.

All item writers will be trained to write items and collaborate with
Applied Measurement Professionals, Inc. (AMP), the contracted
testing agency for the certification exam. Item writers must
adhere to the guidelines provided by AMP, make every effort to
meet all deadlines, update existing items as assigned, and
participate in scheduled meetings.

Multiple choice item writers are expected to:
• Meet with testing experts via conference calls and the

internet; and,
• Write and submit a minimum of 10 items.

Simulation item writers are expected to:
• Participate in a face-to-face meeting in June or July at the

AMP headquarters in Kansas (expenses to participate are
paid by the CNC); and,

• Write and submit one simulation item.

Serving as an item writer provides you with excellent networking
opportunities – you will meet with colleagues from the practice
setting and education setting. In addition, CNLs who serve as
active item writers will receive a 10-point reduction of the contact
hour requirement for recertification – 65 contact hours instead of
75 contact hours for the recertification cycle (25 of those contact
hours must focus on quality and safety).
All applications will be reviewed by the CNC Board of

Commissioners; approval by the CNC Board of Commissioners is
required to serve as an item writer. Individuals from the practice
setting and education setting are encouraged to apply. Approved
item writers will serve a three-year term with the option of
continuing additional terms and sign a confidentiality agreement.

To apply, please submit a letter explaining your interest in serving
as an item writer (indicate your preference - multiple choice or
simulation), along with a current resume or curriculum vitae to:

Commission on Nurse Certification
One Dupont Circle NW, Suite 530

Washington, DC 20036
E-mail: tlofty@aacn.nche.edu

The CNC Board of Commissioners reviews applications twice a
year - during the CNC Board of Commissioners’ Annual Business
Meeting in October and again in March. When selecting item
writers, CNC considers demographics as well as the overall
qualifications of the item writing applicants; every effort is made
to ensure diversity of the item writers. NOTE: Item writers may be
asked to serve on an exam committee for final review of the
items.

For more information, contact Tracy Lofty, CNC Director, at
(202) 463-6930, ext. 242; tlofty@aacn.nche.edu.

Become a CNL Item Writer

CNL Certification Examination Dates and Fees
Testing for CNL certification is web-based and conducted onsite at the candidate’s school of nursing. CNL program directors are
responsible for coordinating an exam date and notifying CNC. To access the exam site registration form, visit
www.aacn.nche.edu/CNC/pdf/SiteReg.pdf.

Dates – Applications must be received by the deadline, not postmarked.

Testing Period Application Deadline Program Registration Deadline

November 30-December 18, 2009 October 20, 2009 October 20, 2009

January 11-January 29, 2010 December 4, 2009 December 4, 2009

April 19-May 14, 2010 March 19, 2010 March 19, 2010

July 19-August 13, 2010 June 18, 2010 June 18, 2010

November 29-December 17, 2010 October 29, 2010 October 29, 2010

January 10-January 28, 2011 December 3, 2010 December 3, 2010

Initial application/testing $295

Re-testing: Complete exam (multiple-choice and simulation sections) $230

Re-testing: Multiple-choice section only $175

Re-testing: Simulation section only $175

Fees



CNL certification is granted for a period of five years and must
be renewed prior to the expiration date to maintain an active
status. Recertification assures the public that the nationally
certified CNL has maintained current and relevant knowledge
of the CNL role.

The following is required for recertification:

• CNL Certification

• RN Licensure
Certificants must have a current unencumbered license
as a Registered Nurse (RN). It is the responsibility of
the certificant to notify the CNC when any restriction is
placed on his/her RN license.

• Professional Practice
Applicants must attest to their employment status of a
minimum 4,000 hours in the past five years in areas of
advanced generalist clinical practice, nursing
administration, nursing education, research and or
consultation.

• Contact Hours/Continuing Education
Applicants must have earned a minimum of 75 contact
hours relevant to the CNL or an advanced generalist
nursing role – 25 of these contact hours must focus on
quality and safety.

• Outcomes and Professional Practice
Applicants are requested to summarize how the end-of-
program competencies and/or elements of the role
outlined in AACN’s white paper on The Education and
Role of the Clinical Nurse Leader have been elements
of ongoing practice.

• Documentation
CNLs are responsible for maintaining records of their
continuing education credits and may be required to
substantiate these units during random audits.
Certificants are encouraged to maintain an electronic
portfolio. However, documentation may be submitted to
the CNC electronically or in a hard copy format.

The recertification application should be filed with CNC no later
than thirty (30) days prior to the expiration. All practice hours,
contact hours, and graduate course work must be earned prior to
the certificate expiration date to apply towards recertification –
activities towards recertification must have occurred within the
five-year recertification period.

To access the CNL recertification application, guidelines,
checklist, and FAQs, visit http://www.aacn.nche.edu/recert.htm.

CNL Recertification

Date Certified Certification
Expiration

Application
Due Date Practice Hours Earned Contact Hours/Continuing

Education Earned

2007 - Mar. 2008 Refer to certificate for
specific date

30 days prior to
expiration

Certification date -
30 days prior to expiration

Certification date -
30 days prior to expiration

Apr. 2008 -
Dec. 2008

Dec. 31, 2013 Nov. 30, 2013 Certification date -
Nov. 30, 2013

Certification date -
Nov. 30, 2013

2009 Dec. 31, 2014 Nov. 30, 2014 Certification date -
Nov. 30, 2014

Certification date -
Nov. 30, 2014

2010 Dec. 31, 2015 Nov. 30, 2015 Certification date -
Nov. 30, 2015

Certification date -
Nov. 30, 2015

2011 Dec. 31, 2016 Nov. 30, 2016 Certification date -
Nov. 30, 2016

Certification date -
Nov. 30, 2016

CNL Recertification Schedule
Recertification applications may be submitted any time prior to the due date if the certificant meets all criteria. Certificants renewing
early are not penalized – the next recertification expiration date is based upon the original expiration date.



CNL Merchandise
Celebrate CNL certification! The online CNL certification store
now includes:

To order CNL certification merchandise, go to
http://www.aacn.nche.edu/CNC/merchandise.html.
NOTE: Merchandise is available for sale to the general public –
it is not restricted to certificants.

New CNC Staff Member
The CNC welcomed its newest staff member, Dana
Featherstone, in May 2009 as the Certification Assistant.
Dana is a graduate of Norfolk State University and has a
Baccalaureate degree in Psychology. After graduation, she
worked in an administrative capacity with organizations
such as the Visiting Nurses Association in Arlington and
Fairfax, VA and Washington, DC’s Heritage Foundation.
Her most tenured position, however, was with the
American Nurses Credentialing Center where she worked in
the Certification Department’s Measurement Services Unit,
the American Academy of Nurses, and the Certification
Department’s Registration Unit for 10 ½ years.

If you have any questions regarding the CNL application or
exam registration process, contact Dana at
dfeatherstone@aacn.nche.edu.

Program
Staff

Tracy Lofty, MSA, CAE
Director, Commission on
Nurse Certification
tlofty@aacn.nche.edu

Dana Featherstone
Assistant, Commission on
Nurse Certification
dfeatherstone@aacn.nche.edu

Joan Stanley, PhD, RN, CRNP, FAAN
Senior Director of Education Policy
jstanley@aacn.nche.edu

Kathy McGuinn, MSN, RN, CPHQ
Director of Special Projects
kmcquinn@aacn.nche.edu

Horacio Oliveira
Education Policy and
Special Projects Assistant
holiveira@aacn.nche.edu

Lapel Pins
$25 each
Key Chains
$20 each
Certificate Frames
$25.95 - $89.99
plus shipping

Tote Bags
$14.99 each plus shipping

CNLA Membership
CNLA members will receive a $30 discount on their
registration fee for the CNL Summit For more information,
go to http://www.cnlassociation.org/.

CNLA charter members are the very foundation of the
association and will be presented with a charter member
certificate during the CNLA Membership Meeting at the
2010 Summit. Members who join CNLA by the end of
January 2010 will qualify as charter members.

To join the CNLA, go to http://www.cnlassociation.org/ to
download the registration form and mail it in with your
membership fee. The CNLA looks forward to a long
collaborative relationship as it develops and matures as an
organization during this challenging and exciting time in
healthcare.

CNL Online Discussions
AACN continues to support and maintain an online discussion
group exclusively for students and graduates of CNL programs
nationwide. This forum provides a communication platform to
share experiences and resources, ask questions, and discuss
issues of mutual interest with colleagues. The CNL online
discussion group provides an opportunity for sharing practice
issues as well as serving as a support mechanism. For more
information or to join the discussion, CNL graduates and students
should contact Horacio Oliveira at holiveira@aacn.nche.edu.

Volunteer to Serve on the CNC
Board of Commissioners
The CNC will post a call for volunteers in January 2010 to
serve on the CNC Board of Commissioners. For more
information about the CNC Board of Commissioners, visit
http://www.aacn.nche.edu/CNC/about.htm.


