














Nurses are at the forefront of leading quality and safety initiatives.

Research has demonstrated that nurses more
than any other healthcare professional are able
to recognize, interrupt, evaluate, and correct
healthcare errors (Rothschild et al., 2000).
Nurses implement safety principles and work
with others on the interprofessional healthcare
team to create a safe, caring environment

for patients.

About the American Association
of Colleges of Nursing

AACN is the national voice for America’s
baccalaureate and graduate nursing
education programs. The Association’s
educational, research, governmental
advocacy, data collection, publications, and
special programs work to establish quality
standards for nursing education, assist deans
and directors to implement those standards,
influence the nursing profession to improve
health care, and promote public support of
education, research, and practice in nursing—
the nation’s largest healthcare profession.

“QSEN has been about getting
educators and nurses on the same
page, getting them to use the same
language about the system of care.

I think we're producing a different
type of graduate as a result, men and
women who are more comfortable in
the systems aspect of nursing care as
they go into their first jobs.”

Amy Barton, PhD, RN
University of Colorado Denver,
College of Nursing




